Rainy River Basin Headwaters
Information

Tuesday, May 5, 2026
Concerning the current high water and flooding in the far
eastern portions of the Rainy River Watershed

More information available at

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Duluth, MN & North Central River Forecast Center

Atmospheric Administration
US. Department of Commerce


http://weather.gov/dlh/RainyRiverBasin

Key Points

e Rapid snowmelt and recent heavy rains in the headwaters of the Rainy River basin caused
significant river and lake rises in eastern portions of the basin.

e Recent precipitation the headwaters is well above normal from both wintertime snow and recent
heavy rains.

e Snow water equivalent was above normal for the headwaters when spring melt began, having
increased during multiple winter storms in February and March.

e Heavy rains in late April occurred during the peak of snowmelt runoff, exacerbating water level
rises.

e River and water level stage heights and flows are comparable to and in many cases exceed
recent flooding in June 2024 and Spring 2022.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service

Atmospheric Administration

Duluth, MN & North Central River Forecast Center



Recent Past Weather

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Duluth, MN & North Central River Forecast Center

Atmospheric Administration
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for each basin. An area ranked as 'Less than 10 percent' is at the lower end of the record
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current SWE is in the middle of our historical record.

3. Ueparment of Lommesce

Compared to SWE climatology
going back to 1948, April SWE
values were in the top 70-90th
percentile. Similar to 2022 SWE.

National Weather Service

Duluth, MN & North Central River Forecast Center
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@ 2022 Snow Water Equivalent
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Accumulated Precipitation (in)
April 23, 2026 to April 29, 2026

Accumulated Precipitation: Percent of 1991-2020 Normals
April 23, 2026 to April 29, 2026
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Heavy rains April
24th & 28th fell on
top of peak of
spring snowmelt.

In the headwaters:
In addition to 2-4”
of rain, an
estimated 3-7” of
snow water was
also melting across
the region.

National Weather Service

Duluth, MN & North Central River Forecast Center



Gunflint Lake Top 10 April Precipitation Total Ely Top 10 April Precipitation Total

(data since 1972) (data since 2011)

Rank Year | Total Precipitation | Rank Year Total Precipitation
1 | 1967 | 5.45 1 | 2026 | 4.99
2 | 2001 5.05 k= 2021 453

3 | 2026 | 4.88 3 | 2025 | 3.98 :

4 | 2022 | 4.34 4 | 2023 | 3.80

5 | 2025 | 418 5 2022 | 3.69

6 2008 | 413 6 2024 | 2.85

7 1990 4.06 7 2014 214

8 2021 3.37 8 | 2017 | 2.07

9 | 2023 | 3.28 9 | 2016 2.05

10 | 1964 2.91 10 | 2019 | 1.87

Long-term observing stations recorded near to at record April monthly precipitation, mostly as rain.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
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@ Basin Precipitation Climatology ending April 30, 2026

»> Near Normal to far above normal precipitation observed in April in the headwaters
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Accumulated Precipitation — ELY, MN
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| ® 2022 accumulation — 2024 zozs'}
e 2022 had large rains on top of snowmelt in April and May.
e 2024 had a wet spring and then very heavy rains on June 18.
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Current River Levels And Comparison To
Normal/Past Events
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South Kawishiwi River near Ely Recent Crests Historic Crests
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https://water.noaa.gov/gauges/skrm5

South Kawishiwi River Near Ely

Data courtesy of
USGS. This graph
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South Kawishiwi above White Iron Lake

South Kawishiwi River above White Iron Lake Recent Crests Historic Crests
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https://water.noaa.gov/gauges/SKWM5

South Kawishiwi above White Iron Lake
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https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-05126210/statistical-graphs/
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Kawishiwi River near Ely
NWSLI: KAWMS, Reach ID: 7111683

Recent Crests
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https://water.noaa.gov/gauges/KAWM5

Data courtesy of
USGS. This graph
available at
https://waterdata.us

gs.gov/monitoring-|
ocation/lUSGS-051
24480/statistical-ar

aphs/

ftr3/s

1000

500

300
200

70

40

16

January 1, 2025 - December 31, 2026
Discharge, cubic feet per second

Record high flows

Mar 2025 Jul 2025 Nov 2025 Mar 2026 Jul 2026 Nov 2026

= Daily average (mean) for Discharge, cubic feet per second

Percentile ranges for daily averages (means) for each day of a year (with comparison to normal)

10-25 25-75 75-90 90-95
Below normal Normal Above normal Much above
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Basswood River near Winton

Recent Crests Historic Crests
Basawood Rivarnear Winien 1. 694 ft 07-03-2024 1. 9.94 ft 05-24-1950 1
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https://water.noaa.gov/gauges/WTNM5
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