
 

 

Via Electronic Filing 

November 22, 2020 

 
Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20426 
 
Subject: Grand Rapids Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2362) 
  Prairie River Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2361) 
  Updated Study Report Meeting Summary 
 
Dear Secretary Bose: 
 
ALLETE, Inc., doing business as Minnesota Power (MP or Applicant), is the Licensee, owner, and 
operator of the Grand Rapids Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2362) and the Prairie River 
Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2361), collectively, the “Projects.” The Grand Rapids Project is a 
2.1 megawatt (MW), run-of-river (ROR) facility located on the Mississippi River in the City of Grand 
Rapids in Itasca County, Minnesota. The Prairie River Project is a 1.1 MW, ROR facility located on 
the Prairie River, near the City of Grand Rapids in Arbo Township, Itasca County, Minnesota.  
 
The existing Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) licenses for the Projects expire on 
December 31, 2023. Accordingly, MP is pursuing a new license for the Grand Rapids Project and a 
subsequent license for the Prairie River Project pursuant to FERC’s Integrated Licensing Process 
(ILP), as described at 18 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 5. Although these are separate 
processes, due to the proximity of the Projects to each other, MP is conducting the processes 
concurrently with combined documents, meetings, and overall relicensing schedules.  
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR §5.15(f), MP filed the Updated Study Report (USR) with FERC on November 4, 
2021. MP held an USR Meeting via Webex from 12 PM to 1 PM (eastern time) on Tuesday, 
November 16, 2021. FERC’s regulations at 18 CFR §5.15(f) require MP to file this summary of the 
USR Meeting within 15 days of the USR Meeting. 

 
MP is filing this USR Meeting Summary in accordance with 18 CFR §5.15(f) of FERC’s regulations. 
Attached to this USR Meeting Summary is a copy of the meeting PowerPoint.  
 



 

 

Our relicensing team looks forward to working with FERC’s staff, resource agencies, Indian Tribes, 
local governments, non-governmental organizations, and members of the public in developing license 
applications for these renewable energy facilities. If there are any questions regarding the USR Meeting 
Summary or the overall relicensing process for the Projects, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
(218) 725-2101 or at nrosemore@mnpower.com.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Nora Rosemore 
Manager – Renewable Business Operations 
Minnesota Power 
 
Enclosed: Meeting Summary 
 
Cc: Distribution List 
 
 

mailto:nrosemore@mnpower.com
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Patrick Ely 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC  20426 
patrick.ely@ferc.gov 
 
Laura Washington 
Environmental Biologist 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC  20426 
Laura.Washington@ferc.gov 
 
Tyrone Williams 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
889 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC  20427 
Tyrone.Williams@ferc.gov 
 
Shana Wiseman 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC  20426 
shana.wiseman@ferc.gov 
 
John Jaschke 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Board of Water & Soil Resources 
520 Lafayette Road North 
Saint Paul, MN  55155-0001 
john.jaschke@state.mn.us 
 
Sarah Beimers 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Minnesota Department of Administation 
203 Administration Building 
50 Sherburne Ave 
Saint Paul, MN  55155 
Sarah.Beimers@state.mn.us 
 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Minnesota Department of Administation 
ENReviewSHPO@state.mn.us 
 
Ian M. Chisholm 
Stream Habitat Program Supervisor 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 
Saint Paul, MN  55155-4032 
Ian.Chisholm@state.mn.us

Jill Townley 
Environmental Review Supervisor 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 
Saint Paul, MN  55155-4025 
Jill.Townley@state.mn.us 
 
Guy Lunz 
Area Supervisor (Grand Rapids) 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
1201 US-2 
Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
guy.lunz@state.mn.us 
 
Brad Parsons 
Fisheries Section Chief 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 
Saint Paul, MN  55155-4020 
bradford.parsons@state.mn.us 
 
Rian Reed 
Area Hydrologist 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
1201 East Highway 2 
Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
rian.reed@state.mn.us 
 
Nancy Stewart 
Water Recreation Consultant 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
500 Lafayette Road 
Saint Paul, MN  55155-4020 
nancy.stewart@state.mn.us 
 
Bryan Dodds 
Director 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Office of Land Management 
395 John Ireland Boulevard 
Mailstop 630 
Saint Paul, MN  55155-1800 
bryan.dodds@state.mn.us 
 
Harvey Thorleifson 
Director 
Minnesota Geological Survey 
2609 Territorial Road 
Saint Paul, MN  55114-1032 
thorleif@umn.edu  
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Shannon Geshick 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Indian Affairs Council 
161 Saint Anthony Ave. 
Suite 919 
Saint Paul, MN  55103 
shannon.geshick@state.mn.us 
 
Jesse Anderson 
Research Scientist 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
525 South Lake Ave 
Suite 400 
Duluth, MN  55802 
Jesse.Anderson@state.mn.us 
 
Anna Bosch 
Watershed Project Manager 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
7678 College Road 
Suite 105 
Baxter, MN  56425 
anna.bosch@state.mn.us 
 
Jim Brist 
401 Water Quality Program 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Rd. N. 
Saint Paul, MN  55155 
jim.brist@state.mn.us 
 
Melissa Kuskie 
Supervisor 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Rd. N. 
Saint Paul, MN  55155 
Melissa.Kuskie@state.mn.us 
 
Bill Wilde 
Pollution Control Specialist 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Rd. N. 
Saint Paul, MN  55155 
william.wilde@state.mn.us 
 
Nanette Bischoff 
FERC Coordinator, Saint Paul District 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
190 5th St East 
Suite 700 
Saint Paul, MN  55101-1638 
Nanette.m.bischoff@usace.army.mil 

Mary Manydeeds 
Chief, Branch of Water and Dam Safety 
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, Midwest 
Regional Office 
5600 West American Blvd 
Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
Mary.Manydeeds@bia.gov 
 
Nick Utrup 
Hydropower Coordinator 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
4101 American Blvd East 
Minneapolis, MN  55425 
Nick_Utrup@fws.gov 
 
Peter Fasbender 
Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Green Bay Field 
Office 
2661 Scott Tower Dr 
New Franken, WI  54229-9565 
Peter_Fasbender@fws.gov 
 
Nick Chevance 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
U.S. National Park Service 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE  68128 
nicholas_chevance@nps.gov 
 
Randy Thoreson 
Outdoor Recreation Planner 
U.S. National Park Service - Rivers, Trails, & 
Conservation Assistance Program & Hydro 
111 East Kellogg Blvd. 
Suite 105 
Saint Paul, MN  55101 
randy.thoreson@nps.gov 
 
Durell Cooper 
Chairman 
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 1330 
Anadarko, OK  73005 
durellcooper05@gmail.com 
 
Cathy Chavers 
Chairman 
Bois Forte Band of Minnesota Chippewa 
5344 Lake Shore Drive 
Nett Lake, MN  55772 
cchavers@boisforte-nsn.gov 
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jaylen.strong@boisforte-nsn.gov 
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THPO 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes 
P.O. Box 167 
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Governor 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 167 
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Matt Bear 
THPO 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma 
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mbear@cheyenneandarapaho-nsn.gov 
 
Reginald DeFoe 
Natural Resources Director 
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
1721 Big Lake Road 
Cloquet, MN  55720 
reggiedefoe@fdlrez.com 
 
Kevin DuPuis 
Chairman 
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
1720 Big Lake Road 
Cloquet, MN  55720 
kevindupuis@fdlrez.com 
 
Jill Hoppe 
THPO 
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
1720 Big Lake Road 
Cloquet, MN  55720 
JillHoppe@fdlrez.com

Tom Howes 
Natural Resources Manager 
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
1722 Big Lake Road 
Cloquet, MN  55720 
tomhowes@fdlrez.com 
 
Michael Blackwolf 
THPO 
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Belknap Reservation of Montana 
656 Agency Main Street 
Harlem, MT  59526-9455 
mblackwolf@ftbelknap.org 
 
Andrew Werk Jr. 
President 
Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort 
Belknap Reservation of Montana 
656 Agency Main Street 
Harlem, MT  59526-9455 
andy.werk@ftbelknap.org 
 
Robert Deschampe 
Chairman 
Grand Portage Band of Chippewa Indians 
P.O. Box 428 
Grand Portage, MN  55605 
robertdeschampe@grandportage.com 
 
Mary Ann Gagnon 
THPO 
Grand Portage Band of Chippewa Indians 
P.O. Box 428 
Grand Portage, MN  55605 
maryanng@grandportage.com 
 
John Johnson 
President 
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians 
P.O. Box 67 
Lac du Flambeau, WI  54538 
 
Melinda Young 
THPO 
Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians 
P.O. Box 67 
Lac du Flambeau, WI  54538 
ldfthpo@ldftribe.com  
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THPO 
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Tribe) 
190 Sailstar Drive NE 
Cass Lake, MN  56633 
amy.burnette@llojibwe.net 
 
Faron Jackson 
Chairman 
Leech Lake Band of Minnesota Chippewa 
Tribe 
6530 U.S. Hwy 2 Northwest 
Cass Lake, MN  56633 
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THPO 
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P.O. Box 418 
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Chairman 
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P.O. Box 418 
White Earth, MN  56591 
michael.fairbanks@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Dale Christy 
Mayor 
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1806 Fraser Drive 
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dchristy@ci.grand-rapids.mn.us  
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Executive Director 
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P.O. Box 1540 
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mark@americanwhitewater.org 
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Executive Director 
Itasca County Historical Society 
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Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
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Executive Director 
Minnesota Trout Unlimited 
P.O. Box 845 
Chanhassen, MN  55317 
jlenczewski@comcast.net 
 
Tim Terrill 
Mississippi Headwaters Board 
Land Services Building 
322 Laurel St. 
Brainerd, MN  56401 
timt@mississippiheadwaters.org 
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Wetland Specialist 
Itasca Soil and Water Conservation District 
1889 East Highway 2 
Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
waylon.glienke@itascaswcd.org 
 
Kimberly Yankowiak 
Water Resources Specialist 
Itasca Soil and Water Conservation District 
1889 East Highway 2 
Grand Rapids, MN  55744 
kim.yankowiak@itascaswcd.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Meeting Summary 
Date: Tuesday, November 16, 2021 

Project: Grand Rapids and Prairie River Project  

Subject: Updated Study Report Meeting Summary 

Attendees: 
Nora Rosemore – Minnesota Power (MP) 
Greg Prom – MP 
Jodi Piekarski – MP  
Devin Malkin – HDR, Inc. (HDR) 
Kelly MacVane – HDR 
Katie Kemmitt – Stantec 
Laura Washington – Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC)  

 
Shana Wiseman – FERC 
Danielle Elefritz – FERC 
Nancy Stewart – Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) 
Bill Wilde – Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

(MPCA) 
Terry Kemper – Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 

 

Below is a meeting summary of Minnesota Power’s Updated Study Report (USR) Meeting. The meeting 
PowerPoint is attached as Attachment A.  

1. Welcome and Introductions 

MP (N. Rosemore) welcomed everyone and lead introductions. Meeting attendees are listed 
above.  

2. Overview of Projects 

MP (N. Rosemore) provided an overview of the Projects. 

3. Recreation Resources Study Summaries 

MP (G. Prom) provided an overview of the Grand Rapids Project Recreation Resources Study and 
Prairie River Recreation Resources Study.  

4. Next Steps 

MP (N. Rosemore) provided an overview of upcoming Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) 
milestones.  

FERC (S. Wiseman) explained it is possible to have an overlap with the USR and Final License 
Application (FLA) filing under the ILP. FERC (S. Wiseman) encouraged MP to file the FLA in 
December instead of early in November given staff shortages at FERC.  



 

5. Questions and Comments  

MPCA (B. Wilde) questioned how the Grand Rapids Project and Prairie River Project had an 
estimated 3% use given there were more people observed at the Prairie River Project. MP (G. 
Prom) explained the process used to calculate the estimate and how it varied based on portage 
length.  



 

Attachment A 

Updated Study Report Meeting PowerPoint Presentation 

 



FERC No. 2362 - Grand Rapids Project

FERC No. 2361 - Prairie River Project

Updated Study Report Meeting

November 16, 2021



MEETING AGENDA

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Overview of Projects 
3. Recreation Resources Study Summaries
4. Next Steps
5. Questions and Comments



OVERVIEW OF PROJECTS



FERC No. 2362 - Grand Rapids Project
FERC No. 2361 - Prairie River Project
• Current licenses expire December 31, 2023

• NOIs & joint PAD filed December 13, 2018

• Using Integrated Licensing Process (ILP)

Minnesota Power’s Hydro System
• 7 FERC Projects

• 11 Hydro Generating Stations

• 6 Headwater Reservoirs



PRAIRIE RIVER PROJECT
 Prairie River - River Mile 6.3
 Itasca County, Arbo Township
 1.1 MW Run-of-river
 Reservoir = 1,305 acres

 Upper and Lower connected through a gorge

GRAND RAPIDS PROJECT 
 Mississippi River - River Mile 1,182
 Itasca County, City of Grand Rapids 
 2.1 MW Run-of-river
 Reservoir = 465 acres



GRAND RAPIDS PROJECT

Originally constructed in 1901

Concrete dam - 21 feet high

Supplements power supply for Blandin Paper Mill

Two generating units – 2.1 MW capacity

Average annual generation = 6,000 MWh



GRAND RAPIDS PROJECT

Run-of-river

• Target Elevation 1268.2 feet

• Operating Band ± 0.1 feet

Discharge Capabilities

• Generating Units – 600 cfs and 1000 cfs

• Spillway Gates – 5,000 cfs

Inflow controlled by USACE Pokegama Dam 



PRAIRIE RIVER PROJECT

Originally constructed in 1902

Concrete dam - 17 feet high

450-foot-long, 10-foot-diameter penstock

Two generating units – 1.1 MW capacity

Average annual generation = 3,000 MWh



PRAIRIE RIVER PROJECT
Run-of-river
• Target Elevation 1289.4 feet
• Operating Band 

• ± 0.1 feet, normal conditions

• ± 0.5 feet, high-flow conditions

Discharge Capabilities
• Generating Units – 168 cfs and 302 cfs
• Spillway Gates – 3,688 cfs

Minimum flow requirement in bypass reach in 
April, May, & June 

Powerhouse rebuilt after fire in 2008



RECREATION RESOURCES STUDY 
SUMMARIES



GRAND RAPIDS PROJECT



GRAND RAPIDS RECREATION RESOURCES 
STUDY

Goals and Objectives

The Recreation Resources Study will collect information regarding current 
recreation use levels and the condition of the existing Project recreation 
facilities. The goals and objectives of this study are to:

• Gather information on the condition of the MP-managed, FERC-
approved recreation facility and identify any need for improvement; 
and

• Characterize current recreational use and future demand for the MP-
managed FERC-approved recreation facility within the Project 
Boundary

No variances from study plan. 



GRAND RAPIDS RECREATION RESOURCES 
STUDY

Task 1: Recreation Facility Inventory and Condition 
Assessment
• FERC-approved canoe self-portage trail – good 

condition

Task 2: Recreation Use Observation
• Over 40 hours of observation
• Group of 3 people observed using self-portage trail in 

May
• Utilization calculated to be approximately 3% 

Task 3: Recreation Survey
• One survey administered

- Positive opinion of opportunities available
- Only suggestion was additional signage before 

portage takeout



PRAIRIE RIVER PROJECT



PRAIRIE RIVER RECREATION RESOURCES 
STUDY

Goals and Objectives

The Recreation Resources Study will collect information regarding current 
recreation use levels and the condition of the existing Project recreation 
facilities. The goals and objectives of this study are to:

• Gather information on the condition of the MP-managed, FERC-
approved recreation facility and identify any need for improvement; 
and

• Characterize current recreational use and future demand for the MP-
managed FERC-approved recreation facility within the Project 
Boundary

No variances from study plan. 



PRAIRIE RIVER RECREATION RESOURCES 
STUDY

Task 1: Recreation Facility Inventory and Condition Assessment
• FERC-approved canoe self-portage trail – good condition
• FERC-approved shoreline fishing areas – good condition

Task 2: Recreation Use Observation
• Over 40 hours of observation
• 106 people observed (majority on Saturday and Sunday)
• Activities observed: fishing, walking/hiking, photography, biking
• Utilization calculated to be approximately 3% on portage trail for non-

portage activities
• Utilization calculated to be approximately 10% for shoreline fishing areas

Task 3: Recreation Survey
• 35 surveys administered
• Majority of site users (91%) at Project to fish and/or walk or hike
• Positive opinion of opportunities available
• Suggestions: add trails for hiking, additional fishing areas, benches, trash 

cans



NEXT STEPS



UPCOMING ILP MILESTONES

Milestone Responsible Party Date
File Updated Study Report Meeting 
Summary (18 CFR §5.15(f))

MP November 22, 2021

File Any Disputes/Requests to 
Amend Study Plan 
((18 CFR §5.15(f))

Stakeholders December 22, 2021

Responses to 
Disputes/Amendment Requests 
Due ((18 CFR §5.15(f))

Stakeholders January 21, 2022

Director Issues Determination on 
Disputes/Amendments 
((18 CFR §5.15(f))

FERC February 20, 2022

File Final License Application 
((18 CFR §5.17)

MP December 31, 2021

Note: non-bold items are unnecessary if there are no formal study disputes. 



Nora Rosemore
Hydro Manager

Minnesota Power
(218) 725-2101

nrosemore@mnpower.com

Project relicensing website: 
www.mnpower.com/Environment/Hydro

CONTACT INFORMATION

mailto:nrosemore@manpower.com






Must address (§5.15(d)):

(1) Approved studies were not conducted as provided for in the 
approved study plan; or

(2) The study was conducted under anomalous environmental 
conditions or that environmental conditions have changed in a 
material way. 

CRITERIA FOR MODIFICATION 
OF APPROVED STUDY



Must address (§5.15(e)):
(1) Any material changes in the law or regulations applicable to the 

request;
(2) Why the goals and objectives of any approved study could not 

be met with the approved study methodology;
(3) Why the request was not made earlier;
(4) Significant changes in the project proposal or that significant 

new information material to the study objectives has become 
available; 

(5) Why the new study request satisfies the study criteria in §5.9(b)[7 
criteria under the ILP].

CRITERIA FOR NEW STUDY
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